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Food and Yard Waste Pilot

• The City of Regina carried out a pilot project to test 
different service options for a food and yard waste 
program.

• The pilot included 2800 residents in 15 areas of 
the city to get feedback and data from all the 
corners of our community.

• The City trialed 3 different green cart sizes and 2 
different brown cart sizes to collect data on what 
service option would be optimal for residents of 
Regina.



Composting in the Pilot

• Small composting site at the landfill operated by 
staff at the landfill and regulated under existing 
landfill permit to operate.

• Approximately 1000 tonnes of waste per year of 
incoming material.

• Small scale version of GORE Cover Composting 
system.



Food and Yard Waste Composting Site



City Wide Food and Yard 
Waste Program

The results of the pilot helped inform the service 
decisions for the city-wide program

• 240 litre green cart for each household

• Weekly collection of green carts from spring to 
fall

• Bi-weekly collection of green carts in the winter

• Bi-weekly collection of garbage carts all year

• Compostable liner bags will be allowed



MYTH
Municipal Green Cart Programs 
don’t add value if people are 
already backyard composting



Facts

• Regina’s municipal food and yard waste program will 
divert up to 24,000 tonnes of organics per year.

• The pilot program diverted 700 tonnes of organics 
and the average household diversion rate went from 
around 20% to 50%.

• The food and yard waste program can accept more 
waste than a home compost, including meat, dairy, 
bones and grease.

• Making it easy for people to participate in waste 
diversion greatly effects the impact of recycling 
organics.



MYTH
Contamination will prevent the 
end products from being 
useable



Facts

• Contamination rates during the pilot never went 
over 3 % during the pilot period.

• Municipal organic waste processing facilities can 
incorporate contamination removal systems to 
effectively sort out contaminants, especially when 
residents are doing the right thing.

• The title of “Food and Yard Waste” program is 
easy to understand and makes it very to clear 
what materials are acceptable.

• Less issues with “greenwashing” and “wishcycling” 
for green cart programs.



MYTH
Odour from waste in green 
carts will be worse 



Facts

• 12 odour complaints for whole pilot period

• Only 5 were during the pilot while people were 
actually using their bins

• Majority of issues arose from garbage smelling at 
households that were not properly using their 
green carts.

• It is the same waste whether you put it in your 
green cart or brown cart. 



MYTH
The environmental benefits will 
be insignificant due to the 
production of the carts and 
emissions from collection vehicles



Facts

• The collection trucks for an organics program will 
generate approximately 700 tonnes of CO2

annually.

• The resin for the carts will generate 1155 tonnes of 
CO2 for 67,000 carts at the launch of the program.

• Diverting the organic waste from the landfill will 
reduce GHG emissions by 13,000 tonnes of CO2

annually.

• Overall the program will reduce GHG 
emissions by 12,000 tonnes of CO2 annually.



Quick Facts

• Waste frozen in green carts will not smell and will 
not cause any issues if left until the next pick-up.

• Household income was the biggest indicator of 
participation in the pilot project.

• The 240 L green cart was found to be most 
effective at capturing food and yard waste.

• The 240 L cart will be sufficient for high volumes of 
leaf and yard waste even at spring and fall peaks 
only 28% of households had completely full carts 
and only 5% had completely full carts for 2 
consecutive weeks



Questions?


